N. O. CAMPAKULACEAE	1453
official:—The dried flowering herb of Lobelia mft&ta Linn.
(Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain,
Holland, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Norway, Spam, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, United States)=Rapuntmm inftatum Mill. (Portugal).
1. Lobelia nicotianaefolia Heyne in Roth. Nov. PL Sp.
(1821) 143; Wight 111. t. 135.—plate 567A.
A very large biennial or perennial herb;  stem  stout,  hollow,
1.2-3   m.   high,   branched   upwards;   branches   cylindnc,   slightly
pubescent.    Leaves alternate,  numerous,  sessile or nearly so, light
green, the lower sometimes reaching 45 by 5-7.5 cm., the uppermost
only about 7.5 by 2 cm  and then passing into floral leaves or bracts,
all oblong-lanceolate, acute, finely serrulate, usually glabrous above,
glabrous or pubescent beneath, tapering at the base; midrib white;
main nerves many, slender.    Flowers in terminal racemes sometimes
more than 30 cm. long; pedicels pubescent, each supported by a leaf-
like lanceolate bract.    Calyx-tube pubescent or glabrous; lobes 1.3
cm. long, about twice as long as the subglobose tube, linear-lanceolate,
acuminate, with toothed and ciliate margins.    Corolla 2.5-3.8 cm.
long, much curved, pubescent or glabrous, white; lobes long, linear,
3 usually connate throughout.    Filaments connate into a tube,  1.6
cm.   long,   curved,   dilated   at the base; anthers 6 mm. long, dark
purple, linear, obtusely pointed, curved, glabrous or with a few white
hairs on the back, the 2 lower often with a bunch of long white
glistening hairs 2 mm. long at the tip.    Capsule 8 mm. diam., sub-
globose,  opening by 2 valves.    Seeds  very  small,   ellipsoid,  com-
pressed, yellowish brown, extremely acrid.    A yellow viscid secretion
is often found on the peduncles in thick drops.    Odour very dis-
agreeable.
Distribution     Konkan,  Deccan, S   M.  Country,  W   Ghats  of  Bombay  and  Madras
Presidencies, up to 7,000 ft.
The leaves are -sweet, acrid, bitter; heating, aphrodisiac,
stomachic, diuretic; cure " kapha ", strangury, diseases of the blood,
the heart, the uterus, the vagina; cure burning sensation, biliousness,
erysipelas (Ayurveda).

